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Praiſe e the Lord. Praiſe ye the Lord from 31 Ws: 


ens: " praife him in e heights.” Pruiſe ye him, gl! 

bis angels: praiſe ye him, al! his hoſts. Praiſe ye. 

Aim, fun and moon: praiſt him, all ye ſtars f 
| e Praiſe him, ye heavens of heavens. rt 


Tee were uttered by the Pfalin- 
iſt from'a mbſt exalted view of the great 
Greater, and his works of nature and providence. 
And they are well adapted to dirett our minds on 
this been of public thanks and praiſe. In the 
paſſage before us, the Pfalmiſt firſt exhorts men 


do pralſe tie Lord; and in a particular manner he 


has reference to N own nation, the Tews. But 
then he doubtleſs meant to extend his exhörtatibn 
to all mankind. Thai e the Lord, fays he, from 
the Heavens. Here it Ke as though he horrow- 
ed an argument from de works of Coch in tlie fir- 
wament, to excite men to, praife the N . 
tor. His argument imay land thus ro vi wW 
of the ' heavens,” which eminently diſpfa 

vine perfettions, he perſuaded td $2 Mey 10 | 
Praiſe him all g angels. Here e Pſalmi 
not contepted to e ah Tips Heb earth, tb pr 1 8 
the glorious Creator, but he calls on the heaven 
hbfts, the immediate rainifters of God preſchre” 

and 


te divine 


helle powers, for the ends for. whi 


diſplayed in the works of creation, 


| have proper appreben on 
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and providence. Miata we eld nps 
ts praiſe God aQtively, in the ſull excretfe of their 
rational faculues. Men are capahie of e 
es in 2 degree, from the view they may have of 
perfections.” But they me z ſphere 
mich below the angels of light. » They are pure 
and ftand continually before the throne, and have 
the moſt ſtrĩk ing dĩſpfays of the divine perfeRions 


and glory to fill their fouls with ſentiments of praife. 


The fe beings are capable of the moſt exalted prais- 
es, from the moſt pure ſeutiments, and in the mai 
noble manner. But the inſpired writer calls not 


. only upon men and angeles praiſe. the Lord, hut 


ke ale upon the inanimate creation, upon the earth 
aud things in the earth, upon the beavens and the 
beavens of heavens. Praiſe ye him, ye ſun & moon, 
and all ye ftars of light. 1 
to his mind, and takes in all the works of God. 
Theſe i inanimate N of the univerſe God, 


wr God | vely.. tis true, the do. 
= in bl wonderfi * of their bodies, 
and the moral powers of their minds. But e 
ought to do it by a right uſe and apphcation of 
they were 
given. By praiſing the Lord, we are to underſtand 
an acknowledgement of his divine perſections, as 
hy providence and, 
him, we mull 


emption. And in order to of 


WI cannot foitably honor God i in this ſervice, 
without a proper knowledge of him. We muſt. 


f view him as Rabe perfeft, without any. 


bs Adeles, 


len 


% | 3 
fot} Jependente/wams, or hableneFto changet 
and a of e moſt ſpotleſa purity : and the 
moſt ablolyte moral re ctitude. All his perfe fh 
mult de conſidered an » as heing che pro 
er abſolute petfettion | Haring this appro; 
hon of God, we (hall entertain — of hm, 
that vil ſuppreſs our moſt exahed oſteem, rever · 
ence and adoration. Bar we hall. diſcover ever 
 thing;! chat eure exa li our ideas of him; 
and to ecite aur to the moſKexalted pra ſea. 
le our praiſes: of Godjows:oughtinbt to ſuppaſa, 
that we cha add to dia ſocityʒ do iim any ſen- 

vice, chat all render him more indopendent chen 

is in his on nature. Abſchate perfedꝭ ion nr 
ral and moral involves che idex or the moſt pπf 

fe independence and happineſs. He that is ab- 
ſoſutety perfect cannot be liable; to! any injury; - 
— x be: fubij ect to an wants Nor is it our 
quiy it praiſe chez Lord becauſe he ſtandeib in 
need: of dur ſervibes but becabſe it is ſu and real 
vmable, that creatures ould pay horbage to thrir 
Creator; and becauſe ths is adhftbd to fill gu 
fouls with 'noble religious and .mocal. lenuments, 
and to form our minds to a nee the ex- 


W een « 2111119136 Ic TH 1b: + 1715 
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rels the m upon 
11 2. Sub 4 1 hee) Lo : 
not t 5 to add co his elicity, r 
ip: flatter him, ag men do one another, | Pak | 
MI muſt ald praiſe the Lord: with e 


Ee God is heaven and men upon _ 
19 e 


7 a God of ll} poſſible erfer- 
| 4239 hes iN . fo Coe "end! 1 5 


vy pocrite, hic are an abomination t the Lord. 
| is ſurp 15 
| 8 be ore.the Lord 5 Y re Rk 


Rodd hoax him 4 bl 
= con a pee fee : EE living in en 


0 


1 Heis D AT his fuhjeQs. 


He is the Creator, but man is the workmanſhip.of 
his hands. God ib a being of peffion, God wa 
but man bas no abſolute: ection. 3 
being of ſpotleſs purity and? Pholingſd; but man is 
polluted fuiner, aud de againſt his throne, 

is a being Almighey and indapendent; but man is 


impotent and full: uf wants! Therefore, we.ought 


10 addreſs the moſt biglr in uh pꝛeiſes with humil · 


- ity and reverenceg and not iti haugbty .confi- 
_ gence, or andecent: airs/of; famiiarity;. Gravity 
and ſolemnity dught to attend all our religious ſet». 


vices. Divine praiſes are an important part of re- 


igious ſervice, and ought not io be Pecfonmo du 


Nerf K or with careleſſneſ ... 
ni eee bag dans Dns e BY 

0 imuſt allo praiſe our great Creator and preſert 
wer with ſincerity; chat is, with (he: real-ſentiments 


of gur miiids, not uttering) thidgs, we do.nat;really . 


believe, or with which-ouriminds.are not ſuitably 
affected: For fuch muſt bei the praiſes, of the 


It is to be feared, that many perſaus join in prac 
es to God without: properly —— — | 
ance of the duty,or attending to any RC 


tween 18 re zend neee thei ee 
„ riling, that men 921 Ae 


erfe&ions, when the ave.no' nſe* 
5 e Ye e 


at tend to excite his diff eafure..” EET 


ſhould praiſe him for bis bôlfneſb, When'th 


| lin impurity. Can this beo donę in fincerityyand 


er Will. not a ſenſe of divine..compation-ex- 


cite 


72 
15 1 85 repentance. ? Wil 700 a realizs, 


od's Nöte mortify fin within us. | 
"ſlo us 9 himſelf ? God will never. 


% — mfelf as, by h porritical praiſes and 
a bee e ps eb ere. ire the mind 
wh, us ſentimen I 


e e il to the 
oral parfeQions. of cy. 2 5 


Bur further, we ought to nile the Thad in the 
les oſ repentance. The perſon, who has ſuit- 
85 ehenſions of God. $ moral charter, muſt. 

conlequence entertain ſuitable ideas of his ow 
Heng and moral 1 The perſon, who. 
ideas of God's goodneſs, mercy, juſ- 

Keg ee and divine majeſty, cannot but ac-· 
knawled edge. his on crimes, and mourn that he 5 

offended his. good ood and gracious ſovereign 

will any p 1. — or acknowledgements a bin 's per- 
{eh e conſidered, as a religious ſervice inmen, 
W 14 wilful continuance in fin, bid defiance. 
to God's moral government. A love of ſin and 
| a reſolution to prafliſe it will not accord . th * 


out adoratiobs. 3 Rl ie th ov 4 PR 2 


5 


Tag ites « f the great cator muſt ed 

ſoma 5 135 N e e e- 
Fee ſhall be diſ Ne to the divine 

— be 71 of God, right} performed, 
proceed from k entiments of gratitude, love \and 
thank fulnefa. But how can theſe ſentiments ex- 
' iſt in a miod, that has no regard to God's laws, but 

is continually in the Salaries of them ? Can a per») 
fon he religioufly thankful for favors, hic he F 
FEY and pages ? Can he love God, who. 
not a Hncere defi 155 to PP lealg and glorify him. 
vie "Repentance | 


* 


Repentance ind fincere obadſente to God's as 

— are the proper emanations of love, they are the 
fruits and evidences of it; and our e to 
the divine laws is the moſt noble praiſe, that we 
can render to God. By this he is mote highly hon 
ored than by all the pageant homage, that can be 
rendered ** without —_— and ſubmiſſive 
minds. | 


Wurn ve 1 a right uſe of out 590 pow- 
ers and faculties, in the ſervice of our Creator, we 

do honor to his perfetllons far greater than can 
be reflected from the univerſe of inanitnate na- 
ture. The heavens declare the glory of God, & 
the firmament ſheweth forth his handy work. But 
ef are meer machines or paſſive powers, 

at are ated upon by the divine energy. But the 
honor done to God, in the right exercife of the 
moral powers of the mind, proceeds from a vo- 
luntary, ſervice, and exbiþits the NPE. 65 
fill of the divine architekt. 


5 1 then we woah ſuitably render" praiſes and 
glory to God, the great Creator and Governor of 
the world, we — be willing ſubjetts of his king- 
dom, and honor all his laws by obedience to them. 
By DIG ſays our Saviour to his diſciples, i is my fa- 

ed tie ye bear much fill + aut 


Bur there are ſome particular aQts of duty, by 
which we are eſpecially required to praiſe the Lor 
This we are required to do by prayer.“ In this 
| duty we not only petition for what we may ſtand 

li in need of; but we alſo adore the divine excell- 
| e and thankfully acknowledge alt bleflings 


j 8 * 
an 


received. This we — in 1 
religion en ge ſeaſons, er- retire- | 


ments and in our families; but more eſpecially 
in the congregation of the people, aſſembled ſor 


the honor of God, in the public ſervices of of religi- 
on,, It has in every age of the world KR cul- 


 , tomary, among all nations proſeſſing rel 1 0 

"call ſolemn nn praiſes ar 23 
to God, ak the Gplays of bis perfeflions, in 
all his werks 3 and N dg has been ſupported 


by. he iſh nation, eſ 
Era unded wich ee Joon e 


5 tabernacles, thar ſeaſt af 
cis 1215 of . and their feaſt of 
e vers ta hear up memorable g- 
vents * 6 s providence ; and to cultivate in 
E * of gratitude of n to 
beate and Satiour. „ nag dae 


137 Mir 9415 
ewes vat bannd to praflice the 0 
OY — —— 28 ſuch, og ap 
rendex, as Chriſſiau ſocieties, public praiſes 20 
. great: Creator and Redeemer. Both reaſon and 
revelationdiRQate the importance of the duty. Pub 
lic benefits ought ever io be publicly acknow- 
ledged. We ought not only to praiſe God in our 
hearts, hut alfain in ſuitable fhons of the mouth. 
We ought in aur devaut addrefſes to n, on 
ſuch, gecaſſonz, to recount, fo far as we can, the 
be r * {eas goodneſs, cg gs faith- 
ulneſs, rap, them over in our minds and e 
our thankfulneſs for the belidyment of them N 


| Ronen: conbidbred the manner, v we a 
to point out. the ED and e * 
| prailing che Lord. 


10 


Wake untoten to — 
he is che Creator bf all things, and ha in them dil. 
played the moſt abſolute Pelicettbs. It is right, 
that creatures ſhould p raiſe "nit homie to their 
Creator. All Bis perieBions demand his of its. 
Was the univerſe brought tits being By fate er 
chance; were all km inde Jene ef Deity, it 
would be abſurd to attempt e iluſtraon b 
4 Point in hand. But we are ſure, that Cod i the 
95 63 SES, things: 25 V cannot be 5 
than one eternal 'f exiſtent 
God; and of copſequence AM es Ader 99 
made by him. And certainly br pra ro * 
be moſt*exaltet! of that G. de ths ky 
fuch infinite perfeftions i im bis works, | 15 e e - fot; 
1100 it is, chat God tan make Amt üb der 
exiſt, which once in efſerice Was not, Ve Tatiidt 
com prehend. How it jy that one ebe 
Which once was not, oute tome ence, 
wecintiot undetſtand. Ibis te eder. 
Theè power, which can effekt it, ſurely muſt be in · 
finite: and the wiſdom hat eSuld: ee | 
be beyond comprehenſion, | eee nat | 
| Bo r tur Mews of God's wi derbe L 
be exalted and Excite vonder, as we afcchd/from 
alot to finity. of atoms; from' utottts to ſpecies 
of beings, and from ſpecies to iufinity of ſpecies of 
beings”; ig kram heace'4s infinity . | 
effi, hich comprehend the univerſe. - 5 


%% 


„Oos earth is but a ſmall part of the works of 
God; and yet there ar̃e in ĩt more works than man 


could Des enumerate ee 


- 


* 


- 10 


dens holte continue: on zxinth; adit; e period o of 
ts creation to its diſſolution. heme is in be - 
nimat-worlda Vall variety dt lpecied of being, is 
an taſy gradation, from the lo aſt to che bi 

und 3 — world nert below von H ® 


- mumbers which:requir 
lation do reckonwp; Rut r 
tnt of God cen, Ot,¹r; 
272 13 sist LAS ILY 1 n ilib wh ur . TERS 
134 ovulodbmnninddic Somametit,-an.|innewe. 
pany of, veciniue atieſt our ſight. 
Th appeu ar 
nituqu, and many.:of exceed dur 
I erencei;zandifhguld 
be udhnitted th travel 
Jets we ſhoulddibd:{gtube rilingupbn globe, an 
ſyſtem dpon ſyſtem, 8 ading an gall. 
2.308, NES, aint anvlet ow yd 
us ch holy i apud cone 
tions of ahe excizno of .God's wake, The Pſalmiſt 
in our text males mention of the: of heavr 
ens, — cilingrupon 
err * 80 K. * * . J. —4 34 t 
114 Sag 9% 5'0 
Tous S6, Tan el Sal LR 
222 uenoe there muſi i x ſuaſte and agond. 
6 clefs, ihere are in all tene eee 
8 — bus we fh, bet 
God nat only in fix days created the — 2 
me earth but all heir hoſts. Hüſta df. being 
created to inhabit thogtobes; which Ood had n 
What an exalted iview muſt this give an — 
mind of the vaſt works of God ? Hare ve bares 


es. an hig &retth. of ar 


n Ar . i 


n 


Pp 


Fol iauſl be infinite to bring into being fuch 
an infinity of beings, and of fuch vaſt extent. And 
infinite goodneſs mufi be neoeſſary to induce; the 
great Creator to. make ſuch a variety of 
capable of degrees of happineſs, according to their 
nature and conſtitution. And infinite viſdom is 
noceſſary to the forming the plan of this univerſe, 
and maintaining it in ſuch nice harmony, by laws 
adapted to its different parts and ſpecies. Here 
ve ſee the evidence ot Gods.immutability, in car- 
rying on all his works by ſtandiog Jaws. Here we 
fee God omiipreſence in being en all parts of the 
univerſe, ſupporting and managing the vaſt fab- 
rich-of creadon. Well . Pſalmiſt 
Tall on men and angels, the carth andthe —— 
Wich all their hoſts 10 praiſe the Lotd. | 
3. n eee ea a acc 161 TENSE 
Bur, if we deſcend more particularly to the 
works of God's providence, we ſhall find new. oc- 
_ caflon io render him praiſe. God not anly: creat 
ed, but he preſerves al things i in being. The u- 
niverſe can no more exiſt independent of bim, 
than it could eręate. itſelf. The heavenly bodies, 
ve ſee, are ſupported i in their order, they are car- 
Tried on their wap courſe; without conſuſon. 
If aliele-mnaninate: are thus preſerved by 
the power f:B0d, we: may well conclude heir 
e ee 174 eee by bis ee Wt 
e 7 $40 | | 
| Aer. it is bur little, we anew beyond the 
age, on which ve. are called; to act. Here ve 
© have ſtriking evidence of the all ſurrounding and 
Alea he n f of God. In God we live, 
4 and- have :qur heing. That, power, which 
g * _— ſtill neceſſary to preſerve us. n 
2 87 84 k Ls 17 
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our wants and to fil our hearts with j Joy and | 


8 


dily life, it N true, is drelerved by PEO. ſecond 
cauſes but then theſe e depend upon the firſt. . The! 
inanimate world and its appendages are ſt 

and preſerved by ſtated laus, but theſe laws are 
nothing leſs than the power of God regularly ex- 
erted for this end. It would be a — 


rer indeed, for us to preſume that all our bleſſings 


were the mere giſts of nature, independent of the 


providence of Cod. This would greatly dero« 


gate from the divine perfettions, and ſuppreſs the 
pious ſentiments of the ſoul. All the inanimate 
works of nature are inſtruments of God's 

dence. They are the medium through which di- 
vine bleſſings are conveyed, and though they are 
conveyed by ſecond cauſes, and the inſtruments 


of human endeavors, yet we are as much indebt- 


ed for them, as though they were derived from 
God's immediate agency without our endeavors. 


Tut bleſſings of God's daes in this low · 
er world are innumerable. A ſurpriſing provi. 
dence has been maintained ing "I gcſervation of 
our race through many ages, Mili preſerva- 
tion of the vanous ſpecies of 1 9 8 grld,for 
our uſe and comfort. God Wen ns” th IS 
and heat of the ſun, and made A | bb. 
ſervient to our happineſs, in general. Thou Feb. i 
all ages has brought forth her inereaſe to ft 


neſs. 5 
Bur not only the n bleſſings of God: 
providence, but alſo the bleſſings of grace and re- 3 
demption afford ſubjetts of the higheſt praiſe.— — 
God made man innocent and happy in his primi- 
tive ſtate ; he was in favour with his maker and 
Was furrounded with A the bleſſings of paradiſe, = \ 
: Zut. 


U 


* 


but b by bis diſobediebee, be forfeited the favor. of 
bis Maker, and expaſed bimſelf to death, -bath-of. 
| body and ſoul. And it might haue been julk fog. 
God to have leſt him forever to periſtiavd remain. 
in this ſituation. -: But yet his mercy induced him. 
to provide a Saviour, to deliver man from the po- 
er of fin and death. He ſent his on Son to die. 
for the finner, to make an atonement, through, 
- which the returning ſinner might be. accepted and, 
madehappy. This Saviour accompliſhed his work. 
He died for the ſinner, roſe ſrom the dead and, aſ- 
cended into the heavenly ſanctuary, to make inter- 
ceſſion for tranſgreſſors. Chriſt the Saviour not 
only did this, but he publiſhed at large the glad 
tidings of ſalvation, and gave to men the moſt ex- 
eellent doQrines and n 10 "= * s 
heaven. |» 
' SHALL men not praiſe the Lord for this diſtin-"- 
— grace, which was extended to ſave them 
rom deſtruction ? Is it not a ſubjeR worthy their 
attention? The angels of heaven deſcended te the 
2 R £ 
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es on this event; glory to God 
earth peace and good will to 
bleſſed 2 of heaven 
l vn re rog and ſhall men, _ 


65 bor we hen not 3 to * 9 in general 
f 5 arguments, but muſt proceed to apply the Tabject 

particularly to ourſelves, for our more immediate 
improvement. We ought to praiſe the Lord for 


WL: 5 1 all his works, | 
© of | But 


neral favors, and for all the diſplays of his pe 2 
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63% "I ff T 


2255 
TIP 19 Eee and Tak 
oe j ng. which, we ought. to be 
tha 12845 a e 55 beey, and, fill are 
e d, by, 80 bleſlings of, 5 
dencg, and grace. Nen my — us all things 
richly to enjoy. We have an extenſive, fertile 
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4 125 0 „ cqupicies. on, this globe, which 
are, «PO rd oh, mpre lotal advantages thanzour 


Ad ag dams. 
in a meaſure, abgye the 


25 ef onque auc ſubjektion from 2 n. gn at, 
| 4 55 And though our diſtance from India an 
Fugger uat ide vayages Jaaintgjn- 


55 6780 Wil bene ole, quarters 
87 yet thefe, inconveniences Are balan · 


ur. pearne Weſt-India iſles which, 
Si e bee upon 1 3 
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main uninhabited. But our America is accom- 
modated with large and extenſive navigable Yiv- | 
ers and lakes reſembling little ſeas, from the gulf 

of Darien, which Aivides South and No Ace- 
rica, almoſt to its northern extremity. It is va. 


riegated with hil's, mountains, plains and vales, - | 


vide)! 


Irs climate is favorable to health ab popula- 
tion, Its ſituation is neither within the torrid or 
frigid 20 fle, but the tempetate. We are alſo fav- 
ored with a country fertile in its ſoil.” Its rc 
tions afe ſufficient to atifwer every nece of 
fubliſtence, and to furniſlt and EY the o1 | Ache | 
gf life. 88 ah | A, STA 
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We b a country b Keule den exten. f 
ſve. Its prefent limits com de a 'vaſt e 
ſive territory, and it is probable that, in fome; 25 
ture period, large additions of territ will be made 
on the weſt, and n e Pacific O- 


cean. 1 6 
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F we are alſo. bleed with civit liberty. The 
= of human nature and of governmentare ſub-" 
s of free. diſcuſſion. We have che power of 
forming and: dne our civil conſtitutions of” 
appointing vernors, TIA PRs and” 
ws POE UT q 


tie hone great things for ü us. He the 
*: us amidſt” many dangers, and carrjed' 
25 great difficulties. When ambitious, 3 — 


„ „ 


* 7 11 s 


Kretched forth their power to enſlave us, lis Tight” 
ad gave us the victory. With a propitious eye 


_ look'd6wn * our country. Some of us 
| remember, 


3 


c 10 favki of us did Re Genal \ vic- 
. tories, which he obtained for us. Under his pa- 
— and by his aſſiſtance we made our vay to 


liberty off eee 


* 


4 men: ihe American ane we have 20 
at ſome periods, in perplexity, but never in deſ- 
pair. When depredations were made on our com- 


merce by Britain, we were ready to fear that the 


calamities, of war would once more fall upon o 
land, and we ſhould be obliged to defend aur rights bis 
- with: the loſs of our treaſure and our blood. But 
rough the enlightened policy of Congrels, and 
thewiſe and faithſul exertions of an illuſlrious 
WASHINGTON peace was preſerved, and a 

weer of amity and/ commerce eſtabliſhed. | 


| as kn 104 then baſked, for a gase in the 8 
ſhine 0 proſperity. But her ee was not 
of long continuance. 3 
* | 
The French nation, a people, towhom Dzmons 


| my relent to he ee nut content ich eom- 
hout Ku- 


merce, and Frenchmen like, oof = 10 Ow 
. the ſeeds of. irreligionh,, eee and diſpprd 
* 


in the winds of Amegicans. | 

By, T propitions heaven gs 8 to us bs ir | 
baſe and nefarious deſigns, and expoled them tag 
the infamy and contempt, which they delerve. We? 


fear not that nation, which bid defiance to Al- a 
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gations, and endeavou ur to trample upon the rights 
of all mankibd. 1 110 
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villanies. 
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18 | 
mighty God, diſavo all religious and moral obli- 


ev or %½ zen. 


j 1 „0 
1 


| Gop will weaken their ſtrength, bring to tought 
their deſigns, reſtrain their wrath, and make them 


Li , Urn 


examples of his nightebùs diſpleafuré. Bleſſed be 
the Lord God of Iſrael, that he has prevented the 
"machinations and intrigues of our enemies · from 
having their deſigned effect, his preſerved us ſrom 
general confuſion, in a good meaſure united us in 
our conncils; and given ſuch energy to our gov- 
ernment, that ſome of the baſe ſons of ſeditidn & 


calumny have met withthepuniſhnient, due to their 
n. ere uli här Wi off 
n iet ee * e LAN 
So p has raiſed up among us men of vndom and 
virtue to direct our councyls and to carry on the 
adminiſtrations of our government, and the eivil & -_ 


political ſtate of America affords matter of wonder 
to the world. Rejoice O America, for the Lord 
hath done for thee great and wonderful things. 


401%, 


' W:iTtHovrt enlarging, we muſt ptoceed to ob- 
ſerve, that e have diſtinguiſhing religious, as well 
ds civil privileges. We haye'the light of the glo- 
ious golpel of Chriſt, whilſt many other nations 

are left to the meer light of nature. 


Wi have the moſt extenſive liberty of conſci- 


ence. We have the enjoyment of free goſpel wor- 
ſhip, and the inſtitutions and ordinances of Chriſt. 


But we enjoy not only national bleſſings, but alſo 
*wany individual advantaget? n | 10 e 
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= — 
| Tuzxs are no perſons among us, but what have 
reaſon acknowledge tliat Garthas higlilyſavdur. 
ed, Where is theperſop that can quitty obferve, 
chat he has not reterved-more 'blefJings, thanthe 
deſerved q and moe bleſſings than he has ih 
beſt manner improved ? — Lufferings 
ceeded pur enj Fa 'Cannovait ods ni 0 
mind ſomething for which we ought to praiſe the 
Lord? Have ——— hitherto! beer) preſcrved 
from death, will many:of our-friends-and:neigh- 
ors have bl r r e DIA TIN: 
Fl 001070658 6 Pt ei „: 5 ve) 1 4 
Hav we not been preſerved Wenchar een. 
tieb, Which have fallen upon the heads df others? 
While che inhabitants of maſ tons und cities have 
been viſnedt with! the moſt diſtroſſing peſtitence: ; 
we have been reniarkably favored-with health. If 
v have been vißtEdwich fick neſsh we have bech 
reſtored. God has; alſo bleſſbd thelllabors of our 
hands, and given us w comfortable 4ncteale aſ the 
Aruits of che ground. But will any of us ſbe ready 
to ſay the hand of God has been heavy upom me, 
or ſome of my friends ; and therefore I cannot be 
chanł ful or render him 'ptaifs: be reflettionas 
impious indeed. | M:God has chiſt emed ua, ĩt du s 
deligned for our on benen, iht we mig be 
partakers of his holineſs. And that this exlih- 
guiſn every ſemiment of prails-fqr-bioffings trociv- 
ed Have ve no comforts remaining; 0 an 
: of delight; no cheexing hope? ie gh hk 0, 
How is oprilife proſecved? Do we A mae 
Cod) bounties ;. Where then is our gratitude ? 
Shall we-not praiſe: to our Cd our kind prk- 
4erver, —＋ ill uot give us attoar dere? 


Can we know what is beſt for us? Shall we dic- ; i 


alk od a dot e dhe wand 7: 
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Tux things we moſt defire 7 pane, ant 
in; and deſs our preſent ſituation would:ter- 
minate well, did we wiſely: improve it. Let us 

praiſe God, therefore, for he is good and merciful. 

Let us not dwell on the dark. kde of God's _ 
Cw but recount-the LY es 


| Tas x bleſlage wekave in general eee in the 
> e paſt, which we are now called together to com- 
memorate, are great and numerous. God has bleſſ- 


ed the work of our hands, he has given us rain from 


heaven, afforded us the beams of the ſun, and giv - 


en of the increaſe of the earth ſufficient for the ſup- 


| ying angel into many of our hahitations, or. ſuff- 
| ered: peſtilence to increaſe. | And though ſeveral 
have been called to mourn the loſs of departed 
friends, yet the number.is not great; and theſe have 
many bleſſings remaining, for vhich they ought io 
— yoni praiſes to God. Let us then endeavour 
o obtain ſuitable apprehenſion / of God's petſec- 
tions, and he — 4 jou have our hearts ſuitably 
affected withia ſenſe of t — Let gratitude and 
thank fulneſt fill our ſouls. and avimate our pio 
_ »adorations.; Itis not the ,of this — — f 
ſo to regale ourſelves with carnal, ſpurious 
mirth. Divine praiſes are a ſervice very different 
from this. Nor is it the deſign of this ſolemnity 
to indulge ourſelves in intemperance. But a ſober 
cule of God's bounties is the moſt proper way to 
__. expreſs :our:thankfulneſs...; And in providing a 
bountiful repaf}, we ought 40 reſteſn our mig; 
uin 2 reneurd ſenſe uf God's r ure Dy" 
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of men and beaſt. He has not ſent the de- 


1 N all the. — 4 ol joy on. mus oc aon, 2 


may a ſenſe of God's — rel upon our OY 2 
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dur converſation be decent und pr 
thy. May this day's ſolemnity of praiſe and thankſ.” - ZI 


va, 


_ giving make our minds wiſer and better, and ben 
mean of preparing us for the more exalted prai | 
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